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REPORTER'S RECORD
VOLUME 3 OF __ VOLUMES

TRIAL COURT CAUSE NO. DC-10-03186

LUIS DANIEL SEPULVEDA, IN THE DISTRICT COURT

Contestant,

VS. 14TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

CARLOS MEDRANO,

Contestee. OF DALLAS COUNTY, TEXAS

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
}
)
)
)
}

On the 7th day of July, 2010, the following
proceedings came on to be heard in the above-entitled
and numbered cause before the Honorable Richard Davis,
Judge presiding, held in Dallas, Dallas County, Texas;

Proceedings reported by machine shorthand.
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APPEAMRANCE S

FOR THE CONTESTANT:
' Mr. Dan L. Wyde

WYDE, FOX & NATION

3131 Turtle Creek Boulevard

Suite 901

Dallas, Texas 75219

SBOT NO. 22095500

Phone: (214)521-9100

Fax: (214)521-9130

Email: wydelawfirm@sbcglobal.net

—and-

Ms. Jessica Lynn Sepulveda

ALMASRI & MARZWANIAN LAW GROUP, PLLC
9330 LBJ Freeway

Suite 900

Dallas, Texas 75243

SBOT NO. 24070593

Phone: (214)227-2777

Fax: (214)227-2271

Email: jessica@theamlawgroup.com

FOR THE CONTESTEE:
Mr. Buck Wood
Ray, Wood & Bonilla
2700 Bee Caves Road
Austin, Texas 78746
SBOT NO. 21905000
Phone: (512)328-8877
Fax: (512)328-1156
Email: cheyer@rwblaw.net

—-and-

Mr. Paul D. Rich

Attorney at Law

400 South Zang Boulevard
Suite 600

Dallas, Texas 75208

SBOT NO. 16842500

Phone: {214)941-8300

Fax: (214)943-7536

Email: venicel@airmail.net

ALSO PRESENT:
Ms. Lyda M. Baro, Interpreter

Court Reporters Consolidated * (972) 270-4711



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Trial on the Merits
July 7, 2010

Page
I NDEX
VOLUME 3
(TRIAL ON THE MERITS)
July 7, 2010 Page
Pfoceedings ............................................ 6
Proceedings recessed. ..o srtoreneetoenennsoennnnnnssa 184
Court Reporter's Certificate. ... ee it irnennrennenn 185
CONTESTANT'S WITNESSES
| Direct Cross Voir Dire Vol
CHRISTINE ALLEN 9 3
DAVID ALLEN 18 22 3
COREAN COLE 23 3
MARIA RAMIREZ 29 33 3
ROBERT FOSTER 34 3
BOBBIE BRACKENS 39 3
AILMA COLEMAN 46 52 3
TRENE HARRIS 54 3
AZZTE DANIELS 63 3
BESSIE DAVIS 70 3
ROBERT GONZALES 81 3
ALLINE JONES 87 3
ENTHA JONES 99 3
SHIRLEY WILSON 108 3
MARTLYN HAMPTON 123 3
ANA APARICIO 133 3
MOISES APARICIO 139 3
LOUISA MORALES 145 3
F. RICHARDSON 147 3

Court Reporters Consolidated * (972) 270-4711




0 ~N O v AW N

10

11

12
13

14

15
16

17

18
19

20

21

22

23

24

25

L

Trial on the Merits
July 7, 2010

Page 4
INDEX {continued)

. PICOLA MACK 153 3
PAULINE MORALES 159 3
BERTHA SKINNER 168 3
BETTY WILLIS~DUNN 175 3

EXHIBIT INDEX

CONTESTANT'S
NO. DESCRIPTION QFFERED ADMITTED VOL.
26 Election documents of

Christine Allen 15 16 3
27 Election documents of

David Allen 22 22 3
28 Election documents of

Corean Cole 26 26 3
29 Election documents of

Maria Ramirez 34 34 3
30 Election documents of

Alma Coleman 50 50 3
31 Election documents of

Irene Harris 62 62 3
32 Election documents of

Azzie Daniels 69 69 3
33 Election documents of

Bessie Davis 79 79 3
34 Election documents of

Robert Gonzales 86 86 3
35 Photograph - Anna Casey 97 97 3
36 Election documents of

Alline Jones 98 98 3
37 Election documents of

Entha Jones 107 107 3

Court Reporters Cohso1idated * (972) 270-4711



10

i1
12

13

14
15

16

i7

18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

£omr

Trial on the Merits

July 7, 2010

. 38

38A

39

40

41

42

43

44

45

46

EXHIBIT INDEX

Election documents
Shirley Wilson

of

{continued)

121

Affidavit by Alleged Voter

— Shirley Wilson

(Admitted for signature

comparison only)
Election documents
Marilyn Hampton

Election documents
Moises Aparicio
Election documents
Louisa Morales

Election documents
Picola Mack
Election documents
Pauline Morales

Election documents
Bertha Skinner

Election documents
Betty Willis-Dunn

of

of

of

of

of

of

of

121

130

144

147

158

165

174

181

Business Records Affidavit 183

(Admitted only in

understanding one'

opinion)

S

121

122

130

144

147

158

168

174

181

183

Court Reporters Consolidated * (972) 270-4711

Page 5




10
1
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

Trial on the Merits

-

July 7, 2010

Page 6

PROCEETUDTIN
MR. WYDE: You asked

and -- Chapter 86 and Chapter 87.

MR. WOOD: Sure.

MR. WYDE: Okay.

MR. WOOD: Judge, we will be filing a
bfief -- I figured this thing was going to go quite a

while,

depending on when we start again next day.

THE COURT: Okay. All right.
next witness.

MR. WYDE: Willard Jordan,

THE BAILIFF: Who is that?

MR. WYDE: Willard Jordan,

MS, SEPULVEDA:

THE BAILIFEF:
MR. WYDE: Excuse me.
MS. SEPULVEDA: It's

MR. WYDE: Who?

MS. SEPULVEDA:

MR. WYDE: I'm sorry,
wrong name.

THE BAILIFF:

MR. WYDE: I apologize.

THE COURT:

so we filed a brief here either on Friday or

Allen,

Willard Jordan,

Christine Allen?

Uh-huh.

Christine Allen.

What list is this on?

G 5
me if I had case law,

Is that okay?

Call your

Jr., please.

Jr.

Jr.?

Allen.

I keep looking at the

Court Reporters Consolidated * (972) 270-4711
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MR. WYDE: Christine Allen.

THE COURT: I know, but what page?

MR. WYDE: I have most of these books. If
ydu'll bear with me, I'll get that section teo you. It's
left over from a previous trial.

THE COURT: 1I'1l1l tell you what, why don't
we go ahead and have everyone sworn in so we can do it
all at once and that'll save a little bit of time. And
let me ask you to just stand right there for a moment.

THE WITNESS: Okay.

THE COURT: I'll get everybody else in and
swear everybody in at the same time. Just have a seat
anywhere will be fine. I'll tell you what, you don't
even need to sit down if you don't want to. I just need
té swear everyone in and then I'm going to ask you to
step back outside, so -- all right. Is that everybody?

Now, everyone that's going to be a witness
in this case, if you will stand and raise your right
hand. Stand and raise your right hand, and I'll ask the
interpreter to work with us on that. Is every =-- is
there anyone that cannot speak English?

(Interpreter translating)

THE INTERPRETER: I guess not, Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right. Let me ask everyone

to stand and raise your right hand who's going to

Court Reporters Consolidated * (972) 270-4711
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testify.

{(Witnesses sworn)

THE COURT: All right. Now, the Rule has
been called for. That means for those of you who are
waiting to testify, you must remain outside the
courtroom until you're called in to testify. You may
not discuss this case with anyone nor allow anyone to
discuss it with you. In addition, you may discuss the
case with the attorneys for either side, but that must
be outside the presence of any other witness, and you
cannot discuss even with the attorneys testimony that's
been given by other witnesses. Everybody understand
that?

THE WITNESSES: Yes.

THE COURT: Okay. At this time, if you'll
step outside and remain until you're called in, we'll
appreciate it. Ma'am, if you'll come around and have a
seat right up here on this high chair.

THE WITNESS: If I can get up here.

THE COURT: I understand. I'm not sure why
they built that so high up. And you're Christine Allen?

THE WITNESS: Yes, I am.

MS. WOERTENDYKE: She's —-- Christine and
she's number one on the 4.8.

THE CCURT: Page 87

Court Reporters Consolidated * (972) 270-4711
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" first one on the 4.8. It's kind of toward the middle of

MS. WOERTENDYKE: Page 8 and she's the

the page -- just below the middle of the page.
THE COURT: All right.
MR. WYDE: I thought I'd just wait until
she —-
THE COURT: All right. You may proceed.
MR. WYDE: Yes, Your Honor.
CHRISTINE ALLEN,
having been first duly sworn, testified as follows:
DIRECT EXAMINATION
BY MR. WYDE:
Q. Good morning, Ms. Allen.
A. Good morning.
Q. Yes, ma'am. Would you tell us your full name,
please?
A. My name is Christine. T go by Christine Wills
Allen.
Q. Okay. Is it A-L-L-E-N?
A. That's right.
Q. Yes, ma'am.
MR. WYDE: May I approach and see if that
microphone is turned on?
THE COURT: Actually, I don't think any of

the microphones are on. Do you know how to turn this

Court Reporters Consolidated * (972) 270-4711
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system on?
THE BAILIFF: You just push that button on
there.
MR. WYDE: On the middle, see right
underneath it says push?
THE COURT: Okay. I probably don't need
one, but --
Q. (BY MR. WYDE} Ms. Allen, do you live at 20 --
excuse me, 2047 Canada?
A. Right. Yes, sir.
0. And I take it that's here in Dallas?
A. Yes.
Q. Back in February of this year, there was early
voting for the March Democratic primary. Do you kind of
recall that time period?

A. Do I remember? WNo, I really don't, but =-=-

Q. Have you —-
A. -— vyes.
Q. Have you voted in the past, you know, maybe not

every election that comes up, but the big oneé, you
know, the ones for President, the ones for --

A. Yes.
Q. —-- governor, maybe, that kind of stuff?
A. Yes, I have.
Q.

And you know -- probably know the difference

Court Reporters Consolidated * (972) 270-4711
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between a primary which is in the spring for the parties

“and then the general election maybe in November?

A. Yes.
Q. Okay. So we're —— I'm kind of trying to ask
you a little bit about the primary back in -- it was the

-— March 2nd of this year, and I looked at some records
and I understand you may have voted by mail; is that
correct?

A. I voted —- no, someone came out. I wvoted
absentee.

Q. Okay. And in voting absentee, when you say
someone came by, would you tell us about that?

A. Yes. I had received a package. I never did
fill it in who I wanted to wvote, so this person came out
and I told them I —- he asked me did I get the, you
know, the paper that was sent, and I told him, yes, I
did.

Q. Okay.

A, And I did not do -- when he came, I told him I
was going, he asked me how did I want to vote. I said I

wanted to vote Demo all the way, Demccratic.

¢. Uh-huh.

A. Uh-huh.

Q. And no one's asking you -- 1if you will, we
respect your privacy and I'm certainly not —- I don't

Ccourt Reporters Conso1idated * (972) 270-4711
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“you voted for, okay?

think Mr. Wood is -- no one's asking you to tell us who

A. Oh, ckay.

Q. I mean, that's your privilege, that's your

A. Right.

Q. We're not here to inquire into that. However,
wﬁen the person came by to -- did they help you or
assist you in any way?

A. No. I did it. I went on and picked who I
wanted to be Democrat, and I was going down the line and
I was pointing out to —-- he was marking it off for me,

and I said, I'm only going Democratic.

Q. Yes, ma'am.
A. Uh-huh.
Q. Well, this -- I suspect in the ballot that you

had, it was all Democrats, was it not?

A. Yes, it was.

¢ Okay. And was that person making the marks?

A. Yes, sir.

Q They were making the marks as you were telling
them?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Okay. May I ask you if you recognize this kind

of an envelope, this green --

Court Reporters Conso1idated * (972) 270-4711
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A. That's it.
Q. Okay. You received those in the mail?
A. I sure did.
Q. Okay. And do you recall -- did you take those

materials after this person helped mark the ballot?

What did you do with those papers?

A,
for me?
Q.
A,

but he took the paper.

Q.
A,
Q.
A.

Q.

said they were with?

any of their names?

A.

Q.

To my —-—- when he came out to mark my ballots

Uh-huh.

Well, I don't know what I did with the paper,

Oh.

The one --

He toock the paper?
Yes.

&nd do you remember which campaign that person

No, sir.

Okay. Do you —-- did they introduce themselves

Yes, they did.

And do you recall any of their name —— remember

I can't -- no, I don't.

Okay.

Court Reporters consolidated * (972) 270-4711
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Q.
yellow/orange envelope?

A.

in.

Q.
A.
Q.

that envelope? Where did it go?

L S L

S L S R © N SR O

But he did introduce himself to me.

Ms. Allen, is this your signature here?
Which one is --

Oh, yeah, take your time, ma'am.

Okay. Yes, sir.

Okay. But that's your signature?

Yes, it is.

Okay. And do you recognize this kind of

I think this is the one that he put my votes

Uh-huh.
Uh-huh.

And he -- did he —— and then what happened with

He took it with him.

He took it with him?

Yes,

Do you know if it was sealed or not?
No, I don't.

Don't recail?

No, sir.

May have been, may not have been?
Right.

Okay. If you'll bear with me, Ms. Allen.

Court Reporters Consolidated * (972) 270-4711
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A, I sure will.

Q. Can you =- do you remember any of the
déscription, just general terms, is this a younger
person?

THE COURT: Just one moment.

UNIDENTIFIED WITNESS: Is this the right
court for Medrano?

THE COURT: Medrano, yes.

THE BAILIFF: Yes, it is.

UNIDENTIFIED WITNESS: Okay.

THE BAILIFF: Walt outside. We'll be with
you 1ln a few minutes.

UNIDENTIFIED WITNESS: Ckay.

THE COURT: Thank you.

(Contestant's Exhibit No. 26 marked.)

Q. (BY MR. WYDE) Ms. Allen, I'm going to show
this document back to you on this projector --

A. Okay.

Q. -- Jjust to make sure it's the same one you were
telling me about. Is that the one that's your
signature?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Okay.

MR. WYDE: And Judge, we'll offer what's

been marked as Contestant's 26 to Mr. Wood and ask te be

Court Reporters Conso11dated * (972) 270-4711
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submitted as evidence.
MR. WOOD: MNo objection, Your Honor.
THE COURT: Admitted.
MR. WYDE: Thank you.
0. (BY MR. WYDE) Ms. Allen, you remember I asked
you if it had been sealed -- the envelope had been, you

know, closed shut with the glue or not closed shut?

A. 8ir, I do not remember whether it was sealed or

closed.
Q. Okay.
MR. WYDE: Judge, we simply point out
that -- if I could have just a minute.
Q. (BY MR. WYDE) Does that help you in figuring
it out, or do you -- I don't want to put any words in

your mouth, but you see when the flap is closed, the X
lines up?

A. I really don't remember what he did when he did
it.

Q. Okay. Now, could you describe that individual?
Was he younger, older, green, yellow, orange?

A. He was young, he was sort of a young guy.
Was he Caucasian, was he African-American?
African.

He was African?

Do E 0

Yes.

Court Reporters ConsoTidated * (972) 270-4711
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Was his name Mark Baker?
Bmm. You know, sir --
Just don't remember?

I don't remember his name.

I.___.

P o PO op o

But I know he was, you know --

Q. Yes, ma'am, I don't remember my children's name
on occasion, so no problem.
MR. WYDE: Permission to publish?

THE COURT: Granted.

Q. (BY MR. WYDE} Just one last qguestion,
Ms. Allen.
A. Okay.

Q. You sure you're over 65? You know, you can't

be.
A. Hey, I'll be --
Q. That's okay. I was just joking with you,
Ms. Allen.
MR. WYDE: ©No further questions, Your
Honor.
MR. WOOD: No questions, Your Honor.
THE CCURT: Thank you. You may step down.
And —--

THE WITNESS: Will you assist me down off

the stairs?

Court Reporters Consolidated * (972) 270-4711
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MR. WYDE: I'd be happy to.

THE WITNESS: Thank you so much.

MR. RICH: Thank you, Ms. Allen.

THE BAILIFF: Have a seat next to the
Judge.

THE COURT: Right up here, sir. And what
page?

MR. WYDE: Yes, sir. Mr. Allen is on page
8, number two under 4.8.

DAVID ALLEN,
having been first duly sworn, testified as follows:
DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. WYDE:
Good morning, Mr. Allen.
Good morning.

Are you related to Christine Allen?

N o

That's my wife, vyes.

Q. ©Okay. And -—- I thought she might be your
daughter there for a minute. Mr. Allen, we asked you
aﬁd Ms. Allen to come down to -~ about -- to ask just a
couple of quick gquestions about anybody coming teo help
you with your vote back in March or late February of
this year.

A. Uh-huh.

Q. Okay. Did someone come to your house at 2047

Court Reporters Consolidated * (972) 270-4711
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~ Mr. Allen.
A. Okay.
Q. Did you vote when your —-- or did you have your

Canada?

A. Yes, sir, sure did.

Q. Okay. And had you ever had people come there
before to help you with your vote?

A. I don't think so.

Q. Okay. Don't -- just don't remember one way or
the other?

A. No.

Q. Okay. Could you -- Judge is hard of hearing.

If you'll just speak into that right there. Thank you,

ballot marked when your wife had her ballot marked?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Okay. Was there a young man or gentleman that
came by to help y'all do that?

A. A gentleman first.

Q. And did he tell you his name or introduce
himself?

A. He introduced himself, but I don't know what he
said now, really. I don't remember what he said now,
but he did introduce himself.

Q. Was his name Mark?

A. Mark? It might have been.

Court Reporters Consolidated * (972) 270-4711
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Q. Was his name Baker -- last name Baker, if vyou
know?

A. I can't remember. I really don't.

Q. No problem.

A. Yeah.

Q. All right. How did this gentleman help you
with your ballot?

A. He just talked to us -- talked to us about it,
that's it.

Q. I just -- I didn't quite understand you. I'm

bad in this ear.

A.

We, you know, my wife mostly was with him mostly.

Q.

kind of told him who she wanted and he marked the

ballot.

- O <

Q.

you had when you voted?

A.

Q.

I said he talked about it, and that was it.

Okay. Your wife had indicated that she just

Yes.

How did you vote?

Same way.

Same way?

Me and her the same way.

Okay. And what did you do with the papers that

She got them.

She got them?

Court Reporters Cdnso1idatéd * (972) 270-4711
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A.
“them all
0.
and mail
A,
Q.
A.

Q.

that young man or not?

A,
Q.
A,

Q.

signature, Mr. Allen?

A.
Q
AL
Q
Q.
remember

A.

Q
A.
Q

(Moving head up and down) I imagine she got

together -- all our stuff together.

Okay. And I -- did you walk to the post office
them?

No.

What happened to them?
She did something. I guess she mailed them.

Okay. Do you know whether she gave them to

I don't know.
You just don't know?
Neo, sir, I don't.

May I ask you if that's -- if that's your

Yes.
And is that your signature?
That is.
Okay. Okay.
(Contestant's Exhibit No. 27 marked.)
When you finished with your ballot, do you
or recognize this color envelope?
Uh-huh.
The yellow kind of yellow orangy?
Yeah.

Okay. Do you remember if your envelope was

Court Reporters Consolidated * (972) 270-4711
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sealed or open when you signed it?
A. When I signed it, it was opened up.
Q. You think open?
A. (Moving head up and down)

MR. WYDE: We'll offer Contest

ant's 27 to

sh?

Mr. Wood.
MR. WOOD: No objection, Your Honor.
THE COURT: Admitted.
MR. WYDE: Permission to publi
THE COURT: Granted.
Q. (BY MR. WYDE} Does it help you in

it all, Mr. Allen, whether the envelope was

remembering

open or not

when I close that flap and you look at your signature
versus when I open the flap and you look at it?
A, I can't -- not exactly, but I believe it was

open like that.
MR. WYDE: No further question
like that?
MR. WOOD: Yes, sir, please.
CROSS-EXAMINATION
BY MR. WOOD:
Q. Mr. Allen, can you see that? Can y
signature there?
A. Yes.

Q. COCkay. And you will notice there's

s. Would you

ou see your

an X on

Court Reporters Conso1idated * (972).270—4711
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the -- where you're supposed to sign?
A. Well, I don't know —— I don't remember.
Q. That's all right.

MR. WOOD: No further questions, and I have
no objections to this exhibit.

THE COURT: Admitted. You may step down.
Thank you, sir.

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir. Thank you. Is
that all?

THE COURT: Yes, sir.

MS. WOERTENDYKE: Cole is going to be on
page 9 about a third of the way down. Number 15 down on
pége 9.

COREAN COLE,
having been first duly sworn, testified as follows:
DIRECT EXAMINATION
BY MR. WYDE:
Good morning, Ms. Cole.
Good morning.
How are you deoing?
I'm fine. How about you?
I'm doing ckay.

Good.

O S SR S SR &

Ms. Cole, we asked you to come dewn to just ask

you a couple of questions about the election back in
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March and maybe your absentee voting.

A. Okay.

Q. Do you recall voting in absentee back in
probably late February?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. Had you done that in other elections in
the past?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. You see the green envelope in front of

A. Yes.

Q0. Does -- is that the materials that kind of come
to your house from year to year --

A. Yes.

Q. =-- that have the ballot and the envelopes and
things like that in them?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. I'm not trying to put any words in your
mouth, I'm just trying to kind of steer the subject.

A. Okay.

Q. So if I -- you know, I just want to hear it
from you, so to speak, okay?

A. Okay.

Q. Did anyone come to your house or your =-- where

you live to assist you in voting your ballot?

Court Repbrters Consolidated * (972) 270—4711
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No. No.

Okay. Do you live, Ms. Cole, at 1834 Homeland?

2o P

Yes.
Q. And how did -- how did you get your ballot back
to the elections folks?
A. The guy that came, I signed it, sealed it, and
gave it back to him.
Q. Okay. Okay.
MR. WYDE: May I approach?
THE COURT: You may.
{Contestant's Exhibit No. 28 marked.)
Q. (BY MR. WYDE) The person that came, can you
describe them? Were they orange, had a horn in the
middle of their head?

A. No. He was a black male.

Q. Uh-~huh.

A. Kind of heavyset.

Q. Okay. Did he introduce himself to you?
A, Yes.

Q. And do you know —— remember his name?
A. The first name. The first name.

Q. What would that be?

A. Michael.

Q. Michael?

A. Yes.

cburt Reporters Conso1idated * (972) 270-4711
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? LORE - O ¢ - &

Q.
envelope

A.

e O T o E T &

to keep all that paper separate, so that's why —--

because we want at the end of the day to make sure that

Ckay. Don't recall any of the last name?
No. No.
Okay. Could have been a Mark, could it?
Like Mark, the name?
No, Mark. First name Mark.
No.
Okay. Would this be your signature, Ms. Cole?
Yes.
May I ask you, are you sure you gave that
to him?
Yes.
Okay.
Yes.
Yes, ma'am. I don't suppose he was a relative?
No. No.
Didn't live with you?
No.
MR. WYDE: We'll offer 28.
MR. WOOD: No objection, Your Honor.
THE COURT: Admitted.
MR. WYDE: Permission to publish?
THE COURT: Granted.

MR. WYDE: Just for the record, I'm trying

Court Reportehs Conso1idatéd * (972) 270—4711
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she has all of the exhibits.
Q. (BY MR. WYDE) Thank you for your time this
morning, Ms. Cole.
A. O©Oh, you're welcome.
MR. WOOD: I have no questions, Your Honor.
THE COURT: You may step down. Thank you.
Is this witness finally released?
MR. WOOD: Yes, Your Honor.
MR. WYDE: Yes.

THE COURT: You may go home, then. Thank

you. |
THE WITNESS: Okay.
THE BAILIFF: Maria Ramirez?
MR. WYDE: This is working out a little bit
smooth.

MS. WOERTENDYKE: Page 7, she's 10 from the
bottom, okay?

MR. RICH: Page 77

MS. WOERTENDYKE: Page 7, she's 10 from the
bottom.

THE COURT: 24nd who is this, I'm sorry?

MR. WYDE: Ms. Ramirez, page 7, 10 from the
bottom.

THE COURT: Yeah, I got that far. I'm just

trying to find Ramirez.

Court Reporters Consolidated * (972) 270-4711
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MS. SEPULVEDA: Your Honor, she's not on
"that list that I gave you. She was subpoenaed for
tomorrow and she wouldn't be able to come.

THE COURT: Okay. Thank vyou.

MR. WYDE: Hey, Judge, anytime they show
up, I can't look a gift witness —-

THE CQURT: I understand. First name?

MS. SEPULVEDA: Maria.

MS. WOERTENDYKE: Maria.

THE COURT: Maria.

MR. WYDE: Ms. Ramirez —--

THE WITNESS: Yes.

MR. WYDE: -- would you come over here,
please?

THE WITNESS: Sure.

MR. WYDE: Thank you. That's the bailiff's
chair.

THE WITNESS: Oh, I'm sorry.

MR. WYDE: He's got it nice and warm, kind

of the way he likes it.

THE WITNESS: Oh well, I should have gone
over there. Does he have any coffee over there?

MR. WYDE: I like her.

THE COURT: You know, I don't know, but

I've got to find out soon.
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MR. WYDE: May I7?
THE COURT: You may.
MARIA RAMIREZ,
having been first duly sworn, testified as follows:
DIRECT EXAMINATION
BY MR. WYDE:
| 0. Good morning, Ms. Ramirez.

A. Good morning, sir.

Q. Do you live at 915 Cameron?

A. Yes.

Q0. And we asked you to come today to see if you
could remember some things about the election back in
March and the absentee or mail-in voting --

A. Yes, sir.

QL -- in February. Did you vote by absentee, if
you recall?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Okay. Have you done that in the past?

A. I started, I think, three, four years ago.

0. Yes, ma'am.

A. I didn't ask for -- to -- somebody to send me
the ballot. The gentle -- a gentleman came by my house
and said would I like to have the -- was I going to vote
and would I like the absentee vote. I said, well,
that's a good idea. And then soon after that, I got the

Cburt Reporters Consolidated * (972) 270—4711
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1 absentee forms.
2 ' Q. And when you got the forms, did that gentleman
3 come back by?
4 " A. He came back and offered to help me fill it
5 out.
6 Q. And did he?
7 A. No. I had filled out my own forms.
8 Q. Okay. And what did you do with the forms after
9 you filled them out?
10 A. I put them in my mailbox and sent them off.
11 ' Q. Okay. Never gave them to the gentleman to mail
12 for you or anything?
13 A. O©Oh, no, no.
14 Q. Okay. Did that individual bring one of these
15 types of papers by to help you get the forms, if you
16 recall?
17 A. No.
18 Q. Okay. Do you -- is that your signature down
19 here in the bottom?
20 A. No, sir.
21 Q. That's not?
22 A. No.
23 Q. Is this your signature?
24 A. Yes, sir.
25 Q. That one is?
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A, Yes, sir.

Q. Okay. May I put these up on that big screen
for everyone else to see?

A. Okay.

(Contestant's Exhibit No. 29 marked.)

Q. Okay. I was showing you this one just a second
ago, 1is that right, Ms. Ramirez?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. Then I showed you this one, too,
correct?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Okay. Without putting any words in your mouth,
which one is your signature?
The bottom one.
This one?

Yes, sir.

(OIS OB

Okay. That --

MR. WYDE: For the record, she's referring
to the carrier envelope.

0. (BY MR. WYDE) May I ask about this one up
here, the app -- this --

MR. WYDE: For the record, the application,

MIB.

Q. (BY MR. WYDE) You're sure that's not your

signature?

Court Reporters Consolidated * (972) 27044711
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A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you recall the person that came by to try to
take or help you with your materials?

A. There's been several people.

Q. Yes, ma'am.

A. I remember kind of slightly the last one, but I
mean, there has been several people that come by before
the voting time --

Q. Yes, ma'am.

A. —- and then afterwards to try to help me with
the forms.

Q. Were they men or women?

A. They were men.

Q. Okay. And are -- do any of these papers —-- are
any of those folks —-- resemble who came by?
A. No.

Q. Okay. Do you know which campaign —-- did they
tell you which campaign or candidate they were kind of
working for?

A. I think one time they did. It was an older
gentleman came by and he came by and wanted me —-
Paulina (sic) Medrano was running and his opposition --—
her opposition was a white gentleman. I don't remember
his name. But they wanted me to vote for him because he

was -—- he was going to do more for our area than Paulina
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" long and wasn't doing what she was for -- in to do.

would do. He felt that Paulina had been in office too

Q. Thank you. Thank you, Ms. Ramirez.
A. You're welcome.
THE COURT: Any questions?
MR. WOOD: Yes, I do.
MR. WYDE: I can't get this light to come
back on (talking about projector).
CROSS-EXAMINATION
BY MR. WOQOD:
Q. Ms. Ramirez, can you see that?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Okay. Do you know, this signature here, how
you do the end of your --
A. Yes, sir.
—— signature with this loop?
Yes, sir.

That's the way you signed your name?

»ooor

Yes.

Q. Okay. Now, on this particular signature, do
you see this same loop?

A. Yes, sir,

Q. Okay.
MR. WOOD: No further questions, Your

Honor.
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THE COURT: Anything further?

MR. WYDE: No.

THE COURT: You may step down.

THE WITNESS: Okay. Thank you.

MR. WOOD: And I have no objections to
Exhibit 295.

THE COURT: Admitted. You're finally
excused. Thank you very much.

THE WITNESS: Okay. Thank you. Y'all have
a good day.

THE COURT: Thank you.

MS. SEPULVEDA: Robert Foster.

THE COURT: If you'll come around up here,
sir, and have a seat on this chair just to my right.

MS. WOERTENDYKE: I'm sorry, Judge, I don't
know where this gentleman is lcocated on our sheets.

MR. WYDE: It's going to be an under the
flap. May we have a moment?

THE COURT: You may.

MR. WYDbE: Okay.

ROBERT FOSTER,
having been first duly sworn, testified as follows:
DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. WYDE:

Q. Good morning, Mr. Foster.
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Good morning.

Do you live at 1718 Canada-?

> o P

Yes.
Q. And Mr. Foster, do you recall the election back
in March and kind of February with the absentee voting

of this year?

A. Yes.

0 Have you ever voted absentee or by mail before?
A No.

Q You had not?

A, No.

0 Was this the first year?

A Yes.

Q Did anyone come by your home to assist you

in -- with the ballot materials?
A. It was a couple of people come by, but they was
——- come to help me, but I didn't want no help.
Q. O©Okay. And when you voted -- well, what did you
do with the envelope, if you remember?
A. I mailed it. I mailed it.
MR. WYDE: Y'all find it?
MR. WOERTENDYKE: Page 13.
MR. WYDE: Page 13.
MR. WOOD: Okay. Thank you.

0. (BY MR. WYDE) Is this your signature,

Court Reporters consolidated * (972)'270-4711
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Mf. Foster?

A. It looks like it.

Q. Okay. And you -- did you put the envelope in
the mail yourself, or did you -- did somecne cffer to
mail it for you?

A. I put it in myself.

Q. You did-?

A, (Moving head up and down)

Q. ©Okay. Did you have someone come by and help
you get those materials, or how did the election
materials show up at your house, if you recall -- if you
remember?

A. How did they show up?

Q. Uh-huh. Did they just come in the mail one

day?
A. They came in the mail, yeah.
Q. Okay. 1Is this your signature on this page?
A. Yes, that's mine.
Q. Okay. Can you ex —-— help me here, because

generally, you have to send in an application in order
for the materials to be mailed to you.

A. I didn't send in an application myself.

Q. You didn't send in an application?
A, (Moving head side to side)
0.

You're sure about that?
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10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

_ Trial on the Merits
- July 7, 2010

Page 37

A. Uh-huh.
Q. And are you sure that nobody came by to offer

to get those materials for you?

A. I'm not sure about that. Not by mail -- I
don't know.

Q. Okay. Would you sign something that you --

well, you just don't remember --

A. I just don't remember that.

Q. Okay.

A. A lot of people come by and then, you know —--
Q. Uh-huh.

A. -- just --

Q. Is that generally around -- a little bit before

election time?

A. Yeah, a bunch of people come by.

Q. What do they -- what do they say to you when
they come? Are they ocffering to mow the lawn?

A, No.

¢. What do they want?

A. Want you to vote for this person or this
person, tell you this person is okay and this person's
okay.

Q. Okay. Did anybody do that when you had your
ballot?

A. No. No.
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Q. GCkay. Thank you, Mr. Foster.

MR. WOOD: No questions, Your Honor.

THE COURT: You may be finally excused.
Thank you, sir.

THE WITNESS: Thank you.

MS. SEPULVEDA: We're back up to Bobbie
Brackens, alphabetically. She showed up, sir.

MR. WYDE: Thank you, Mr. Foster.

THE WITNESS: Uh-huh.

MR. RICH: Thank you, sir.

THE WITNESS: Thank you.

MR. RICH: Have a good evening.

THE WITNESS: Uh-huh.

THE COURT: What page?

MS. WOERTENDYKE: Page 8, third from the
bottom.

THE BAILIFF: There's a chalr over there
next to the Judge behind the court reporter, and you'll
go sit in that chair.

THE COURT: Right over here, ma'am.

THE BAILIFEF: Right over there where the
Judge said. No, ma'am, other chair.

THE COURT: Over on this side.

THE BAILIFF: That side over there.

THE COURT: Be careful in getting up there.
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Were you sworn in this morning?
THE WITNESS: Yes, sir.
THE COURT: Okay. Thank you.
BOBBIE BRACKENS,
having been first duly sworn, testified as follows:
DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. WYDE:

Q. Good morning, Ms. Brackens, how are you?

A. Good morning.

Q. Thank you for coming down today.

A, Yes, sir.

Q. I have a couple of questions about your voting

or the election back in March --

A. Yes, sir.

Q. -- of this year in the Democratic primary, and
no one's here to ask you about how you voted, we're just
here to ask if anybody offered to help you vote. Had
you voted absentee or by mail in the past?

A. Well, yes, someone comes to the home apd
they -- we vote.

Q. Okay.

A. And that's the way I voted this year.

Q. Okay. Okay. Can you describe or tell us if
you know this person's name that comes by to offer this

service?
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A. No, I don't, but I know she works with the
"voting, those -- you know, the voting foundation.

Q. The voting foundation?

A. Or that's what she told me, she works with it,
and the man also —— I have been to the place where he
works and people go there and vote at the school in West
-= Dallas West C.F. -- C., in sign, F., in sign, Carr
School and he == well, he helped me to vote.

Q. Could you repeat the name of the business?

A. The what?

Q. The C -- I didn't understand your comment. The
man that helps you to vote.

A. Yes, he works with the voting where you go to
vote in the Dallas West. 1I'm from Dallas West.

Uh-huh. Uh-~huh. Is that a school?

Yes, sir.

That you —-- the polling location?

Yes, one part of it. One room of the school --

Yes, ma'am.

¥ 0 p O p

-- is where they vote.

Q0. What school is that in Dallas West, if you
remember?

A. It's C., in sign, F., in sign, Carr School --
the other way is C.F. Carr School.

0. C.F. Carr?

Cburt Repbrters ConSoTidated * (972) 270—4711
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Yes, School.

Okay. 1Is it C-A-R-R?

L

Yes, sir.

Q. Yes, ma'am. Okay. Is that an elementary or
high school?

A. Elementary school.

Q. Okay. So real young kids go there? The real

young kids?

A. Yes. Yes.

Q. 1Is that where they go to school?

A. Yes.

Q. And what -- do you remember what street it's

on, by any chance?

A. T know one street is Bayside.

Q. Bayside?

A. Bayside Street.

Q. Yes, ma'am. And --

A. And the other street -- the other side is
Bickers. Bickers Street.

Q. And the man that -- or the lady that came to
your home, can --

A. Yes, she told me she lives in the West, so I
don't know -- it's over on, I think, Harry Hines, she
told me. Harry Hines.

Q. When they —-- was her name Ms. Tyler?
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A, I think that's her name, Tyler, yes.
Q. Okay. How did she help you vote?
A. Well, they sent a let -- through the post, the
mail, she -- they sent the voting ballot -- the letter

to me, and when she came in, she asked me had I received
the voting ballot, the letter, and I told her, yes, and
she asked me if she could help me to vote, and she did.

0. And how did she help you, Ms. Brackens?

A. Well, we marked it off with an ink pen in the
circle for whom we —- was running for office —-

Q. Yes, ma'am.

A. -- and picked one.

Q. Did she -- did you know all those people on

that ballot?

Is her first name SeGwen?

A. No, I don't know people --

Q. Right.

A. =-- who run for office.

Q. Did she, the person there, Ms. —-
A. Electing people.

Q. Ms. Tyler, is that her name?

A. Yes, that's her name. A colecred lady?
Q. Uh-=huh.

A, Yes,

Q.

A.

Yes.
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0. Kind of an unusual first name.

A. Yes.

Q. Am I putting words in your mouth, or is that
what you remember? |

A. Yes, I think that's her name, Ms. Tyler.

Q. Okay. And --

A. I don't remember her first name.

Q. Okay. Do you recognize these different colored
envelopes?

A. Yes, sir. Yes, sir.

Q. Are those the materials that came to the house?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. Okay. And so since you're maybe not too
familiar with all those names on that -- on the ballot

or the paper with the names on it --

A. Yes.
Q. -- did Ms. Tyler make some suggestions to you?
A. Well, she said she -- she asked me who did I

want to vote for and we just agreed to work together to
mark the -- because you know, it's a circle and ink pen.

0. BHow do you work together?

A. We just —- well, we voted together there --
everybody runs for office, we chose one.

C. Uh-huh. Uh-huh.

THE COURT: Ma'am, let me ask you
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"tell her, or did y'all talk about it and she suggest

something: When you say we chose, did you choose and

somebody and you say okay or no, I don't want to do
that, or -- tell me exactly how that worked.

THE WITNESS: Well, when the list of names
of where the people'’s name is on the -- was on the
ballot, she asked me which one would I ~- was I -- would
I vote for. I said, I -- well, I choose this person,
and she sometimes said -- and she also said, this is
another person I know and would you vote for him, and I
agreed. I did vote.

THE COURT: Okay.

THE WITNESS: Yes.

Q. (BY MR. WYDE) You're able to sign your name,

is that correct, Ms. Brackens?

A. Yes.
Q. And you =-- I don't see where on any of the
papers that -- where you requested the ballot, you

didn't say you were disabled.

A. I'm not disabled yet.

Q. Right. Now, I don't think you're over 65,
but —-

A. My age is 73.

Q. Okay. Well, I'm not going to challenge that.

I don't mean to bring your age up. That's not polite
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for men to do that with women, but I do understand that
"you're eligible to vote. Since you're over 65, you can
do this by mail. That's all we were kind of asking
about.

A. Yes. Yes.

Q. So I apologize for that.

A. Yes.
MR. WYDE: Nothing further.
THE COURT: Any questions?
MR. WOOD: No, Your Honor.
THE COURT: Thank you. You may be finally
excused.

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir.

MS. SEPULVEDA: Alma Coleman.

THE BAILIFF: Alma Coleman.

MS. SEPULVEDA: What page on the petition,
Clair? Clair, what page on the petition?

MR. WOERTENDYKE: Page 92, about the middle
of the page.

MS. WOERTENDYKE: Number 16. Ms. Coleman's
number 16 on that page, sir, on page 9.

THE COURT: I'm sorry, hame?

MR. WYDE: Coleman.

MS. WOERTENDYKE: Coleman, Alma.

MR. WYDE: Alma.

cburt Reporters Conso]idéted'*'(972) 270—4711
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MS. WOERTENDYKE: A-IL-M-A.

THE COURT: You know, just as a thought,
since most of the people that we're dealing with are
elderly, why don't we just leave the chair here and do
it from there.

MR. RICH: That's great, sir.

MR. WYDE: Fine.

ALMA COLEMAN,
having been first duly sworn, testified as follows:
DIRECT EXAMINATION
BY MR. WYDE:

Q. Ms. Coleman, good morning.

A. Good morning.

Q. Thank you for being able to come down today.
asked you to come, Ms. Coleman, and I'm —-- that's my
name on that piece of paper.

A, Yes.

Q0. I apologize for that.

A. Yeah.

Q. But do you remember anyone coming by your home
to assist you in voting back in February for the
Democratic primary this year?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Okay. And how did that -- how did that work?

What did they do?
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A. Just come by and my paper come through by mail,
"and about the time the mail had come, he'd come and then
I signed it. Mark Baker.

Q. Mr. Baker?

A. Right.

Q. Okay. How did you remember his name?

A. Well, because I knew him pretty well, you know.
He lives just up from me. Not too far.

Q0. Okay. And was this the first time you met
Mr. Baker?

A. No. We've been —— he did it once before, you
know, last year.

Q. And what does Mr. Baker do to help you vote?

A. He didn't do nothing but bring them papers and
I signed it.

Q. What --

A. He didn't bring me the paper. The paper come
through by mail.

Q. The ballot stuff comes through by mail?

A. Right. The paper -- what I signed came through

by mail.
Q. Okay.
A. Anad I think -- now, I think he come first and I

wrote my name down, I guess, and then sent it off in the

papers, and a couple of weeks, it come in.
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" back?

Q. Okay. When the papers came in, did he come

A. Yes, and I signed them.

Q. Okay. What did you do with the papers when
they came back?

A. He took them with him when I signed them.

0. You didn't jog down to the post office and mail
them yourself?

A. No.

Q. Okay.

A. I didn't mail them myself. He mailed them.

0. Is this the envelope or color -- kind of
envelope similar that you gave him?

A. Right.

Q. One of these yellow-orange ones?

A. Yes. That's what he mailed back, and it went
-~ it was dark green and —-- you know, with that inside.

0. Yes, ma'am. And when Mr. Baker took this kind

of the yellow-green one —-

A. Uh-huh.
Q. =-- did it have your ballot in it?
A. I don't know. I can't really -- all I

remember, I signed it.
Q. You just signed the envelope?

A. Right, I signed the papers.
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Q. Does Mr. Baker -~ how do you -- who decides who
to vote for?

A. I don't know. I didn't write -- I don't know
who to vote for. I just signed it.

Q. You signed the envelope?

A. Yeah.

Q. And then you give him all the papers?

A. Yeah, he got the papers out of there.

Q. Okay. Did you see him do anything with those
papers?

A. DNo. 2All I know, he left the house with them.

Q. Okay. And do you remember, was the envelope
with the papers closed or open?

A. I can't remember on that.

Q. bid -- does Mr. Baker ask you to sign with a
clipboard on the -- with the envelope?

A. No. I just signed that, and I might have
signed some papers. I don't know.

Q. Okay. But you're sure -—-

A. I know I signed.

Q. But you're sure you gave him the envelope?

A. Oh, yeah, I know that.

Q. And you didn't know who to vote for?

A. No, I just signed it is all I did. I signed
it.
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Q. Is that your signature, Ms. Coleman?
A. Yeah, that's my name.
Q. You said that was your name, but is that how
you write your name?
A. Yeah, I think so.
And do you live over on Gallagher?
Right.
1710 Gallagher?

Yeah, 1710 Gallagher.

oor 0

.  Okay.
{Contestant's Exhibit No. 30 marked.)
MR. WYDE: Contestant's 30.
MR. WOOD: No objection to 30.
THE COURT: Admitted.
Q. (BY MR. WYDE) Ms. Coleman --
MR. WYDE: May I7
THE COURT: (Moving head up and down)
Q. {BY MR. WYDE) Ms. Coleman, when Mr. Baker --
did he come by earlier in the year and say, we'd like to
help you get your election materials, and did he ask you
to sign a piece of paper that kind of looks like this
one?
A. I really -- I forgot that.
Q. On the lower right-hand side of this paper --

A. I can't see. Is that my writing?
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